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EDITORIAL

Ref lective times. Including Infrastructure 
and Housing  
As we have been saying in Letter From Canberra in 
much of this past year, Infrastructure is again being 
used not just as a word in the English language 
as used by many. But used by many more people 
with the real passion for developing the necessary 
Infrastructure. Engineers and other professional 
specialists, even some parliamentarians and 
public servants, as well as thankfully many men 
and women in the street who are providing 
energy and knowledge and other things especially 
passion to get our Infrastructure up to scratch. 
The recent American elections brought to the 
fore the lack of modern roads and bridges and 
other buildings that we have all always thought 
that (our) America had all that it needed. 

Perhaps the minor Parties in the federal Parliament 
are not going to slow down Infrastructure. More 
likely it is the Government and the Opposition who 
cannot come together on the big Infrastructure 
issues, including Energy and working with 
the six states and two territories. Sadly there 
are too many elections in mind and not our 
national 30 or 40 year Infrastructure plan.

The Australian Building Code of Conduct, 
which is possibly reappearing from the Howard 
Years is probably going to get through the 
federal Parliament in the new few months. This 
would cut the cost of serious Infrastructure 
by 15 per cent, anytime anywhere. Editor has 
just come out of a Cof fee Shop where unions 
in the Education Sector was discussed by two 
of his colleagues. Gosh, Education is even 
more important than Infrastructure in the 
main sense of our lives; and the detail of the 
union contracting or agreements lef t Editor 
moving onto a pot of herbal tea to relax a bit.

Your Editor has a long-time practical interest 
in Disability and has not really been surprised 
when and as the jig saw puzzle called the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme has 
started to unwind or wind along or whatever.

We have been reading in recent weeks of former 
prime minister Keating and former Treasurer 
Costello both hop into their respective parties 
on the economy, and infrastructure and social 
issues. Serious reflective decision-making 
based on real or almost real things. It has been 
good reflective reading for the most part. Items 
included in this Edition. What next, the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission is being shown perhaps 
with biases that more people are recognizing. 

Many readers might know that back in 1964 on the 
second Tuesday in November, Editor was squashed 
into a small polling booth in Potomac, Maryland, 
and under the guidance of his ‘scholarship 
American mother’, caste the only Australian vote 
at that Election or the Republican presidential can-
didate. He was unsuccessful. Your Editor has kept 
a keen eye on his American experience ever since. 
Labor will come together over the President-elect.

Cover. Housing is a part of Infrastructure. Not just 
the Finance Pages but elsewhere, we have recently 
had the federal parliament joining in the song 
of passion for better and more Housing, not just 
the homeless but for the population of Australia 
as it grows. Thinking a little creatively as to how 
to have Housing better. Might the States, the 
Commonwealth, Local Government and builders 
and others come together to address this issue as 
have suggested a range of recent media articles.
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GOVERNANCE 

18C Back on the Table
Tony Abbott has declared that the use of section 
18C of the Racial Discrimination Act to stile free 
speech is getting ‘out of hand’ as criticism surround-
ing the lodging of a complaint about a provocative 
cartoon by Bill Leak mounted. Abbott, who walked 
away in 2014 from a commitment to change 18C, 
said the problems with the provisions regarding 

‘of fence’ and ‘insult’ were now more apparent. 

‘It’s now much more obvious than it was two 
years back that section 18C is getting completely 
out of hand as a weapon to stifle free speech’ he 
told The Australian. ‘ At the very least it should be 
amended to remove ‘of fend’ and ‘insult’. Abbott’s 
comments came as indigenous adviser Warren 
Mundine yesterday criticised a complaint against 
Leak and The Australian under section 18C. 

Turnbull’s rebuke drew audible gasps in the 
House of Representatives and, eventually, a 
long personal explanation from Abbott to the 
contrary. ‘It wasn’t a decision of the Abbott 
cabinet. I ensured that the extension of the ban 
was made by my government was a decision of 
the cabinet,’ Turnbull said, according to The Age. 

Union Donations Attacked by PM
Malcolm Turnbull launched a political assault 
on Labor and the Greens for defending a militant 
union that has pumped almost $2.3million into 
the two parties as he moves to secure a Senate 
vote to stamp out a ‘toxic culture’ that hurts 
the economy, according to The Australian.

PM Revisits ABCC Reform
Prime Minister Turnbull has re-visited his gov-
ernment’s attempts to clean up union corruption 
af ter one of the Bills used as a trigger in the July 
2 double-dissolution elections was reintroduce 
to parliament. The Prime Minister will bring back 
the twice-rejected Registered Organisations 
Bill – a major election pledge – which seeks to 
impose greater regulation on union of ficials. 

The government has sharpened its attack on 
lawless union elements, following the release 
of the Fair Work Building and Construction’s 
annual report. It said that in the past financial 
year, the body filed 36 new claims in court, a 44 
per cent increase on the previous year. As of 
October 112 CFMEU representatives were before 
the courts, accused of a total of 1129 breaches 
of the law, according to the Herald Sun. 

Relationship ‘Untenable’
Notes of disputed events at a meeting between 
the Attorney-General George Brandis and 
Solicitor-General Justin Gleeson do not support 
Senator Brandis’ insistence that he consulted Mr 
Gleeson about curbs being placed on his capacity 
to give advice to others in the government. 

The two sets of notes, taken by members of Brandis’ 
own staf f and submitted to a Senate inquiry 
into the af fair, also appear to clarify that the 
meeting was confirmed af ter Gleeson complained 
that he had not been consulted over a highly 
contentious citizenship bill, but that Brandis had 
subsequently publicly asserted that he had been. 

The extraordinary public brawl between the 
two most senior legal of ficers concerns a move 
by Brandis in May, a few days before the federal 
election, to table a written direction in the Senate 
that Prohibits Gleeson from giving advice to others 
including the Governor-General and the Prime 
Minister. The Senate is now holding an inquiry to 
decide whether it should disallow the direction 
because Brandis did not consult with Gleeson.

A legal expert in solicitors-general says the 
relationship between Brandis and Gleeson is now 
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‘untenable’ and has called on the Turnbull gov-
ernment to resolve the matter as soon as possible, 
according to The Australian Financial Review. 

Former solicitor-general Gavin Grif fith has 
questioned whether the federal government will 
be able to appoint lawyers of any credibility to the 
role in the future as a result of the move by Brandis 
to put a veto on the Solicitor-General giving advice 
without his approval. His comments emerged as 
Turnbull told federal Parliament that both Brandis 
and Gleeson had his confidence, despite ‘what 
appears to be a legal dif ference of opinion between 
the Solicitor-General and the Attorney-General’. 

In a scathing submission to the Senate inquiry 
into Brandis’ move to impose a legal constraint 
on Gleeson, Mr Grif fith said the move, which he 
said brought  ‘the image of a dog on a lead’ to mind, 
meant that ‘no doubt, for future appointments ‘a’ 
counsel will be found to accept a shackled of fice’ 
However, he said, it would be ‘at a reduced level 
of competence and performance, form counsel 
unlikely and unprepared to say no to those who 
call for partial rather than dispassionate, impartial 
advice’, reports The Australian Financial Review. 

Plebiscite Destined for Failure
Greg Barns, who was national campaign director 
for the Australian Republican Movement in 
1999, said the Yes case for same-sex marriage 
would fail just like the Yes case for the republic 
failed at the referendum because of division 
over process and mechanism. And if the No vote 
won the plebiscite, then, like the republic the 
matter will not be revisited for many years. 

‘The No case will say Australians have spoken and 
they don’t want it,’ Mr Barns said. He said the peo-
ple who split and destroyed the republic Yes case 
by advocating either dif ferent models or a directly 
elected president, fooled people into thinking there 
would be another vote within two to three years 
if they defeated the model on of fer. That was 17 
years ago, as per The Australian Financial Review. 

Modelling confirms the revamped backpacker 
tax puts Australia on competitive footing with 
New Zealand, the United Kingdom and Canada. 
Treasurer Scott Morrison said as he launched a spir-
ited defence of the new measures amid complaints 
from tourism that it was subsidising agriculture, 
according to The Australian Financial Review. 

Silent Encroachments to Freedom
The Attorney-General has spent thousands to 
avoid disclosure. More than 200 years ago, James 
Madison, the father of the US constitution, 
observed that the greatest threat to freedom is 
not violence or revolt, but the ‘gradual and silent 
encroachments of those in power’. He was reflect-
ing on the past, of course, but he might just as well 
have been looking to our future – which is why his 

remarks were cited by Federal Court Justice Susan 
Kenny, just five years ago, in a speech on Australia’s 
secrecy provisions, writes Sarah Gill in The Age.

Embrace or Be Left Behind
Australia must embrace immigration, trade 
and foreign investment – or risk the prosperity 
of future generations, according to Treasurer 
Scott Morrison, as reported in The Australian. 

18C, an ‘Anti-Democratic’ law
Despite much inane political commentary 
about 18C, the preposterous QUT case shows 
why the High Court will probably find it uncon-
stitutional. The clock is now ticking on 18C and 
there are two reasons why. The first is that the 
anti-democratic, insidious ef fect of the law is 
now starting to leach into the broader public 
consciousness. Why? Because it is not defensible 
on the streets or in the pub. It is little wonder 
that 45 per cent of Australians now support 
the removal of ‘of fend’ and ‘insult’ from 18C. 

If this case is not dismissed by the court, and 
dismissed outright, expect that number to 
go up. On the face of it though, the conduct 
complained of may breach 18C because it is a bad 
law. A bad law will eventually be exposed in the 
court of public opinion and for 18C that time will 
come. If not because of the QUT, then because of 
another. The second reason is that if politicians 
don’t fix it, then the High Court almost certainly 
will. It is a pity that a constitutional challenge 
has not yet reached the High Court because the 
inanity of the public debate, especially in our 
parliament, is becoming counterproductive.

In a recent speech titled ‘Giving and Taking 
Of fences’, soon-to-retire Chief Justice 
Robert French went about as far as a chief 
justice could properly go in dropping a hint 
that the court would like to get its hands on 
18C, writes Louise Clegg in The Australian. 

Turnbull’s ‘Control’ of 
Government Questioned
Federal ministers are on the alert for more Labor 
tactics to catch them of f guard and cement 
the impression of a chaotic government af ter 
Revenue Minister Kelly O’Dwyer struggled to 
answer questions on a key tax bill amid claims she 
should be sacked. The government was thrown 
on the defensive in a fight over its control of the 
parliament, as Bill Shorten sought to turn the 
procedural dispute over the tax bill into a question 
of Turnbull’s authority over his ministers.

The Prime Minister mocked the Labor attack as 
a diversion and insisted the government was 
delivering on matters of substance, at the end 
of a parliamentary week when it legislated a 
$4 billion income tax cut and protections for 
volunteers at the Country Fire Authority. Ministers 

expressed frustration that the victories on major 
legislation were overshadowed by clever Labor 
tactics that forced a blunder on an insignificant 
tax amendment, according to The Australian. 

The importation of a rapid-fire shotgun and a 
ban on sub-standard building products from 
abroad are among the demands being put to the 
Turnbull government by the senate crossbench in 
return for it securing the passage of its signature 
legislation on industrial relations. The government 
has begun to build momentum for bills, which 
Turnbull labelled ‘vital economic reforms’. 

The bill to establish a Registered Organisation 
Commission, which would impose higher 
standards of regulation on union of ficials 
and employer associations, will be debated 
in the Senate on November 7, according 
to The Australian Financial Review. 

Domestic Violence Spotlight
The domestic violence industry is at it again. In 
August, Attorney-General Brandis released 
new domestic violence guidelines for judges 
and magistrates, spelling out behaviour which 
is now to be considered domestic violence in our 
courts. Included in the list: criticising a partner’s 
appearance or housework skills, threatening 
to have an af fair, or even remaining silent. 

The is just the latest ludicrous example of the 
influence of the powerful domestic violence 
lobby group, which has such a  grip in this 
country. I’ve been working for most of this year 
pulling together evidence abut the frightening 
influence of this huge industry. I’ve just 
published in the Weekend Australian the first 
of a planned series of articles on this worrying 
development – ‘Always Beating Up on Men’.

Domestic Homicides are decreasing. The number 
of victims of intimate partner homicide dropped 
by almost a third (28 per cent) between 1989-90 
and 2010-12, according to data supplied by the AIC, 
writes Bettina Arndt in the Nimbin Good Times.

Public Shipbuilder Restructured 
The government announced it would split ASC 
into three government-owned companies it 
said would deliver a more flexible approach to 
managing the investment required in shipbuilding 
amid an unprecedented spend on continuous 
shipbuilding program in coming decades. Defence 
analysts believe privatisation is evitable.

There has long been speculation the Coalition 
would sell of the ASC, and the Abbott govern-
ment spent considerable time considering 
it. But problems in the air warfare destroyer 
project meant it was not going to be a lucrative 
proposition, reports The Australian.

Getting the ABCC Bill through the Senate would 
be a big achievement and at a stroke vindicate 
Turnbull’s decision to go to a double-dissolution 
election back in July. But, while passing the Bill 
would be good for the government’s mojo, it 
won’t be without problems. The ABCC, I should 
explain, is in some ways merely the mechanism 
the government has chosen to use to enforce 
its construction code or to give it its full title, 
the Building and Construction Industry (Fair 
and Lawful Building Sites) Code 2014. 

The Code is what matters. Once it is in place 
every construction company tendering for work 
that involves Commonwealth fund will have 
to be code-compliant. Not just on that job, but 
every job it bids for in all its related entities. But 
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not just the master contractors that need to be 
code-compliant – it’s every subcontractor as well. 
The idea of the code is to make it impossible for 
every builder of any size to do anything anywhere 
in Australia without conforming to its regulations. 

The code is a nightmare for the CFMEU. It bars 
employment of non-working shop stewards. It 
bans the practice whereby overtime of fered to 
one worker has to be of fered to all workers. It 
prevents the union from dictating the terms upon 
which subcontractors can be hired. It bans union 
delegates from holding site inductions. It bans 
signs harassing non-union employees. It also 
bans any entity covered by the code from forcing 
subcontractors to ‘contribute to particular fund 
or scheme, or to support a particular product’, 
writes James Campbell for the Herald Sun. 

Search for Triggs Replacement 
The Federal government is already preparing 
to replace Human Rights Commissioner Gillian 
Triggs, with planning under way to choose her 
successor. Professor Triggs is set to be recalled 
to Parliament to face another grilling from 
Coalition senators af ter she acknowledged 
misleading a Senate inquiry recently by impugning 
the reputation of a journalist who reported 
critical comments she made about Australian 
politicians. Professor Triggs appointment is due 
to expire in the first half of 2017, she has regularly 
clashed with the Coaltion, The Age reports. 

Questions Over Senators’ Eligibility 
Questions over the credibility of a second cross-
bencher senator have plunged the nation’s upper 
house into chaos and forced the government to 
refer both cases to the High Court for adjudication. 
Af ter the government said it would test Bob Day’s 
eligibility in the High Court, Attorney-General 
Brandis revealed that a private case being brought 
against One Nation’s rookie West Australian 
senator Rod Culleton had raised the question 
of whether he was capable of being elected.

The explosive developments have added extra 
uncertainty to the Turnbull government’s numbers, 
putting the opposition within a pair of crossbench 
votes of being able to block crucial legislation 
for the remainder of the year. The High Court 
will be asked to decide if now-resigned Family 
First senator Mr Day was eligible to stand in July, 
and will now also rule on the fitness to stand 
of Senator Culleton, over a criminal conviction 
recorded against him at the time of the election. 

The Age reported that Day’s unorthodox of fice 
arrangements since 2014, the cause of doubts over 
his eligibility, had initially been approved by the 
Abbott government in 2014, against department 
advice. The Finance Department had warned 
against the perception of a conflict of interest.

One Nation Backs Industrial Legislation
One Nation has voted for the Coalition’s 
industrial relations legislation as necessary to 
stop ‘union thuggery’, increasing the govern-
ment’s chances of passing the bulls used to 
trigger a double dissolution, The Age reports. 

Adler Opposition Off-Target 
Hunters and farmers have accused gun control 
advocates of hijacking a debate around a 
contentious shotgun for their own political 
gain. Gun enthusiasts believed they have 
been unfairly targeted over the temporary 
ban of the Adler A110 lever-action gun and 
accusing those calling for a permanent ban 
of deliberately misleading the public. 

Tony Did Know
Af ter days of claim and counter-claim about 
whether the former prime minister, or his 
of fice, knew of a so-called ‘guns for votes deal 
with independent senator David Leyonhjelm 
in August, 2015, Turnbull ef fectively suggested 
Abbott had lied by claiming his of fice was 
unaware of a 2015 deal to trade a Senate vote 
for a sunset clause on the Adler shotgun ban. 

Sporting Shooters Association of Victoria 
chief executive Jack Wegman said a handful 
of people have used the Adler to ‘play on the 
public’s emotions’. More than 7,000 Australians 
have ordered the Adler A110 lever-action 
shotgun – predominantly for pest control on 
farms or licensed recreational hunting. The Adler 
is a modern lever-action shotgun, which means a 
lever is used to load cartridges into the chamber.

Lever action shotguns were invented in the 1860’s. 
Under the 1996 National Firearms Agreement, 
they were classified as category A – the least 
restrictive of gun ownership. Gun control 
lobbyists argue it should be a category C or D 
because it can fire up to eight rounds in eight 
seconds. Yet it is not as ‘rapid-fire’ as pump-action 
shotguns. A ban has been applied by the Federal 
Government until state governments agree 
on its classification, as per the Herald Sun. 

ABCC Tangled in Adler Debate
Australia’s world-leading gun control laws 
must remain sacrosanct. The tough stance on 
automatic and semi-automatic firearms following 
the horrendous loss of 35 lives at Port Arthur 
in 1996 has helped ensure mass gun murder 
has since remained alien to Australians. 

But with Prime Minister Turnbull’s initial 
failure to unequivocally rule out relaxation 
of an extended ban on a controversial Adler 
shotgun, confusion bled into the debate and 
allegations of horsetrading with the, in return for 
support to pass laws reinstating the Australian 
Building and Construction Commission, were 
made, according to the Herald Sun. 

NSW Increases Innovation 
Procurement Threshold 
Start-ups have a better chance of becoming 
suppliers to the NSW government af ter it 
quadrupled the threshold below which contracts 
do not require a tender. The government quietly 
increased its innovation procurement threshold 
on September 28 from $250,000 to $1 million. 
This means NSW government agencies can now 
engage a supplier through direct negotiation 
on short-term contracts valued up to $1 million 
(including GST) to do proof-of-concept trials. 

The $250,000 threshold was introduced in 2014, 
allowing the NSW government for the first time 
to trail the services for up to 75 days without a 
formal tender process. Previously shut out of most 
government work, or discouraged from seeking 
it by the paperwork involved, small businesses 
would find it easier to prove their value for money 
under the short-term contracts, said the minister 
responsible at the time, NSW Services Minister 
Dominic Perrottet. However, September’s qua-
drupling of the threshold, which did not need to 
pass Parliament, still requires a competitive tender 
process to be undertaken once testing is complete. 

‘This new policy brings the government into the 21st 
century by empowering agencies to trial innovative 
solutions with local start-ups and small-to-me-
dium enterprises,’ said Minister for Innovation 

and Better Regulation Victor Deminello, as 
per The Australian Financial Review.

PARTY HAPPENINGS 

Big Four to Review Political Donations
The big banks may no longer act as cash cows 
for Australia’s major political parties, af ter 
the National Australia Bank confirmed it had 
banned all political donations and ANZ said 
it was reconsidering its practices. The big four 
banks have been among the country’s largest 
and most reliable donors, contributing more 
than $5 million to the Coalition and Labor in 
the past decade, according to parliamentary 
library research, as reported in The Age. 

Sinodinos Condemns Pre-selection
Cabinet Secretary Arthur Sinodinos has launched 
an attack on Labor’s choice of former union of ficial 
Kimberley Kitching to replace Stephen Conroy 
in the Senate, saying she had been referred for 

‘further investigation’ by the Heydon royal com-
mission into union misconduct, reports The Age. 

Cloud Hangs Over New ALP Senator
The pre-selection of Bill Shorten ally Kimberley 
Kitching for the Senate is the realisation of a 
long-held dream for the former Health Services 
Union of ficial but she comes carrying a lot of 
baggage. The Coalition appears determined to 
press the new senator on her time at the HSU 
Victoria No. 1 branch, which came under the 
microscope of the Trade Union Royal Commission 
in 2014 and resulted in recommendations 
of criminal charges against Ms Kitching, as 
reported in The Australian Financial Review.

Bob Calls it a Day
Family First senator Bob Day has made the 
shock announcement that he will resign 
from the Senate af ter his building company 
collapsed into liquidation leaving more than 
200 homeowners in the lurch, as per The Age. 

HOLD
Like many of his fellow Liberal Party members, 
Brent Fleeton was dismayed by the Turnbull gov-
ernment’s superannuation tax changes in May and 
believed it was another example of the party taking 
its traditional supporters for granted. The 30-year-
old Perth business development manger’s concerns 
were based on a philosophical objection to the 
retrospectivity of the changes, as well as the poten-
tial impact on his own hip pocket as he started to 
save for a retirement that is still decades away. 

Fleeton was relived when the government dumped 
plans for the most controversial element of the 
plan yesterday – a backdated lifetime cap of 
$500,000 on non-concessional contributions. For 
Mr Fleeton, Scott Morrison’s announcement was 
evidence the Coalition is listening to ‘the base, 
reports the The Australian Financial Review. 

No Need for Bank Royal Commission
Former Labor powerbroker Paul Howes has 
criticised his former party’s call for a royal 
commission into the banking sector, arguing 
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that it would not ‘deliver anything’ for bank 
costumers and could ‘weaken confidence’ in the 
economy. In an interview with The Australian, Mr 
Howes, who is now head of wealth management 
advisory with accounting firm KPMG, said he 
was opposed to royal commissions being used 
as ‘tit-for-tat exercises by political parities’. 

He said he had also opposed the idea of a royal 
commission into the trade union movement 
as a way of dealing with issues of governance 
problems and corruption issues with some trade 
union of ficials, as reported in The Australian.

Row over Roy’s Travel 
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has blasted former 
colleague Wyatt Roy as ‘irresponsible’ for travelling 
to the high-risk frontline of the conflict between 
Islamic State and Kurdish forces in Iraq, saying he 
did so ‘in defiance of government advice’. Mr Roy, 
a former frontbencher who lost his Queensland 
seat at the July 2 election, said he was caught in 
a firefight between Islamic State and Kurdish 
Peshmerga forces in an unof ficial trip to ‘see 
a mate’ and ‘get a feel for the environment’. 

Mr Roy said he had been at a Peshmerga outpost 
on the frontline ‘for no more than a minute 
when 15 Daesh fighters kicked of f a series of 
50-calibre Dushka and RPG rounds from less 
than a kilometre away, reports The Australian. 

LINOs Are Nothing But Bitter 
Former Politicians 
In American politics, there is an odd species 
described as a RINO: Republican In Name Only. 
Of ten this is a Tea Party term of abuse for a 
moderate Republican who works across the aisle. 
Usually the term implies a degree of ideological 
weakness or even treachery to the Republican 
cause. In Australia, we may lack RINOs but we do 
feature a peculiar strain of commentator best 
described as a LINO: Liberal or Labor In Name Only. 

We are all too familiar with these characters, 
whose columns come with end notes announcing 
that they were former Labor or Liberal heavy-
weights, once occupying leading roles in their 
respective parties. They are found in panel talk 
shows or on opinion pages, of ten af fording an 
apparent degree of balance around the table, 
usually predictable in their observations. 

For there is one distinguishing feature common to 
all LINOs – they rarely have a positive word to say 
about their old party or former colleagues. They 
are normally numbered among the most trenchant 
critics of the political entity that promoted and 
supported them and provided them with the 
platform on which the now reside, sniping and 
sneering. Their motivations can be found mostly in 
frustration. They were denied the shot at the title. 
They were shown the exit too early, writes former 
Labor senator Stephen Loosley in The Australian.

Nationals Butt Heads Over Mining Tax
Federal Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce has 
triggered a war with his West Australian 
counterpart Brendon Grylls by urging him to dump 
plans for a $5-per-tonne tax on iron ore and likening 
it to the Rudd and Gillard governments mining 
tax, reports The Australian Financial Times.

Feature: Abetz Attack on Turnbull 
Tony Abbott’s employment minister Eric Abetz 
has challenged Turnbull’s to have the ‘political 
will’ to support further workplace policy changes, 
criticising the Prime Minister for not seeking a 

‘more extensive’ mandate on industrial relations. 

In comments that will not be welcomed by 
cabinet ministers seeking crossbench backing 
for the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission and Registered Organisations 
Commission bills, Abetz said the Coalition 
missed an ‘unbelievably unique opportunity’ 
at the federal election to get voter support 
for more industrial relations policy change. 

Abetz said the Coalition failed to exploit Labor 
leader Bill Shorten’s vulnerability in workplace 
relations. ‘instead, the limit of our mandate on 
workplace reform that we took to the people 
was some last minute minor change on CFA 
volunteers, protecting migrant workers as well 
as the ABCC and Registered Organisations bills.’

‘Not even the unlegislated elements of the 2013 
election policy were taken forward such as 
changes to right of entry, transfer of business 
and individual flexibility arrangements’ Senator 
Abetz said, according to The Australian. 

New ALP Secretary
Bill Shorten says he is delighted his good friend 
Noah Carroll has been confirmed as ALP national 
secretary. As revealed in August by The Australian, 
Mr Carroll will replace George Wright as Labor’s 
campaign director and strategist. Mr Carroll has 
been Victorian state secretary for six years and 
ran Daniel Andrews’s winning 2014 electoral 
campaign. ‘I’m looking forward to him bringing 
his talents to the national stage. He’s a great 
campaigner and a good friend,’ the Opposition 
Leader said, as reported in The Australian.

MPs Warned Against WhatsApp use
Prime Minister Turnbull and his most senior 
cabinet ministers are using a third-party 
messaging application to conduct confidential 
discussions, prompting cyber security experts to 
warn the innovation could pose a security risk. The 
use of WhatsApp is not limited to senior ministers; 
private chat ‘groups’ exist for government 
chiefs of staf f, ministerial media advisers, the 
frontline economic team, and a defence-focused 

‘broadcast group’ used by Defence Industry 
Minister Christopher Pyne to communicate 
with MPs and staf f, according to The Age.

One Nation at the State Level
Pauline Hanson says she is emboldened 
by the growing support for One Nation as it 
prepares to field candidates at the Western 
Australian and Queensland elections, arguing 
the party continues to confront issues the 
major parties won’t touch, The Age reports. 

MP Embroiled in Donor Scandal 
A special anti-corruption taskforce has been 
assigned to investigate claims of dodgy political 
donations that have embroiled Turnbull govern-
ment MP Stuart Robert and a Liberal fundraising 
body he controls. The investigation cranes amid 
new questions about Mr Robert’s connections 
to property developer Sunland and his support 
for the company’s controversial $600 million 
plan for two high-rise towers on the Gold Coast. 

Mr Robert has admitted his Fadden Forum – a 
fundraising arm of the Queensland Liberal 
National Party – was used to secretly bankroll 
two candidates with $60,000 to run in the 
March Gold Coast City Council election. But 
Mr Robert – who was sacked from Turnbull’s 
front bench in Feburary over a scandal involving 
a major Liberal donor – maintains he has 
done nothing wrong and says claims to the 
contrary are ‘rubbish’, according to The Age.

Legal Action Against Frontbencher
Former Fair Work Commissioner vice-president 
Michael Lawler has launched legal action 
against Employment Minister Michaelia Cash, six 
months af ter he quit his post rather than face 
a likely ousting by parliament. The application 
for judicial review was lodged in the Federal 
Court on Thursday as Mr Lawler’s partner, Kath 
Jackson, prepared to face court on fraud and 
thef t charges stemming from her time as a 
Health Services Union branch secretary. 

Mr Lawler, who has previously assisted Ms 
Jackson during court proceedings, resigned 
from his long-held post the day before a 
report into his activities by former judge 
Peter Heerey QC was due to be handed to 
Senator Cash, according to The Australian.

Call for the Old Liberal Party 
Australia’s longest-serving treasurer, Peter 
Costello, has warned that the Liberal Party is 
failing to set out a clear vision and is at risk of being 

‘psychological bludgeoned’ into vacating its core 
business of small government and lower taxes. Mr 
Costello says Labor has a ‘very clear view of what 
it’s there for’ but the Liberal Party needs to explain 
better its agenda, motivations and priorities. 

Speaking at a forum for business leaders organised 
by the Menzies Research Centre. Mr Costello 
also urged the Liberal Party to ‘smash the 
high-tax cheer squad’ and said the government 
was not doing enough to convince voters of 
the need for tough medicine to fix the budget. 
Costello, who is now the chairmen of the Nine 
Entertainment Corporation and the government’s 
Future Fund, said the Liberal Party had to regain 
its ‘historic mission’ to repair the budget by 
cutting spending and not increasing taxes. 

‘The Liberal Party is supposed to be the custodian 
of small government and low tax’ he said. “That’s 
what it’s there fore and if the Liberal Party decides 
to give up that traditional ground there won’t be 
anyone arguing for it’, The Australian reports. 

Dastyari Quits Frontbench 
Amid Donor Scandal
Labor’s moral authority has suf fered a blow, with 
its leading crusader against banks and big business 
forced to resign from Bill Shorten’s frontbench 
for accepting money from Chinese companies. 
NSW senator and party powerbroker Sam 
Dastyari said he of fered his resignation to end a 
damaging ‘distraction’ for the opposition, amid 
ongoing revelations about his links to Chinese-
backed donors and comment on the South China 
Sea dispute that were at odds with Australia’s 
foreign policy, according to The Australian. 

Caught With His Pants Down
One of the nine men detained in Malaysia 
for publicly stripping down to their 
underwear at a Formula One race has quit 
his job in cabinet minister Christopher 
Pyne’s of fice, reports The Australian. 

Keating Takes Aim at Shorten’s Labor
Paul Keating has delivered a damning assessment 
of Labor under Bill Shorten’s leadership, arguing 
it is veering too far from the political centre and 
will struggle to return to power. The former 
prime minister fears Labor has not kept faith 
with his legacy and is playing to its dwindling 
base rather than making a compelling pitch 
for the winners of the new economy that the 
Hawke-Keating government created. 
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Keating worries that the party lacks faith in 
the market to improve economic and social 
outcomes as it did a generation ago. ‘Labor 
is now being attacked by the Greens in the 
capital cities…It has lost the ability to speak 
aspirationally to people and to fashion policies 
to meet those aspirations.’ The comments are 
included in a new biography Paul Keating: The 
Big-Picture Leader, The Australian reports. 

Turnbull Poll Slide
The Turnbull government has lost support in 
every state since the election, with the sharpest 
falls in Western Australia, Queensland and South 
Australia, and among older voters and those living 
outside capital cities. His support is weakest in 
his home state of NSW, as per The Australian. 

Had a Bad Day
Family First senator Bob Day pumped more 
than $380,000 the party’s election war chest 
in the same year auditors questioned the 
sustainability of his embattled Home Australia 
building empire, electoral records show. In 
the Same period, Home Australia paid a $2.67 
million dividend to its shareholders, Senator Day 
and long-time business associate John Smith, 
despite exhibiting signs of financial distress 
including making a $420,000 loss, breaching loan 
conditions on the NAB and its auditors saying 
there was ‘significant doubt’ the company was 
a ongoing concern, reports The Australian. 

From Labor to One Nation
A top adviser to One Nation Senator Malcolm 
Roberts was once a Labor operative tasked with 
destroying Pauline Hanson’s party – until he was 
forced out of the ALP for his role in a vote-rigging 
scandal. Sean Black subsequently gravitated 
towards conservative politics but controversy has 
followed him. He was a accused of bullying and 
flying into fits of uncontrollable rage during his 
years as a Queensland local councillor, tried to 
set up the Australian version of the US Tea Party 
fringe group and was kicked out a restaurant 
when he threw a coaster at a man wearing a 
T-shirt insulting Tony Abbott, reports The Age. 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
AND EMPLOYMENT

Unions Fined
The building industry watchdog has secured a 
new record of $1.7 million in penalties against the 
construction union af ter maintaining its high 
rates of litigation over industrial of fences. The Fair 
Work Building and Construction Commission’s 
latest annual report revealed it ‘consistently’ had 
100 individual Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union of ficials before the courts 
in 2015-16, with the union facing more than 
1800 alleged industrial of fences,  according 
to The Australian Financial Review.

Union Emergency 
Union influence will march through emergency 
services bodies unless workplace laws are 
reformed, a new report has warned. The research 
paper uses the ongoing dispute between the 
Country Fire Authority and the United Firefighters 
Union to highlight flaws in the enterprise 

bargaining framework under the Fair Work Act. 
Turnbull has called on the Opposition to put the 
public interest before union ties when the Federal 
Government’s new laws designed to protect 
the CFA volunteers come before the Senate. 

Employment Minister Michaelia Cash said 
volunteer firefighters had been placed under 
huge pressure before the bushfire season. The 
paper, Code Red: Fair work and the long march of 
the unions through our emergency service institu-
tions, by free-market think-tank the Institute 
of Public Af fairs, warns the changes don’t 
go far enough, reports the Herald Sun.

Radical Replacement for Penalty Rates
Fair Work Commission president Iain Ross is 
pushing the option of replacing weekend penalty 
rates with upsized hourly rates in the retail 
industry, in what business leaders have described 
as a major development. The proposal, which 
involves making so-called loaded rates – which are 
higher flat hourly rates in place of penalty rates – 
part of the award system, introduces a potentially 
radical alternative into the penalty rates debate 
and industry sources said it could remove business 
incentives to bargain enterprise agreements. 

Australian Council of Trade Unions secretary Dave 
Oliver has questioned whether such loaded rates 
would work for non full-time employees and said 

‘we would be very, very cautious about having 
a rolled-up rate where you couldn’t guarantee 
that individuals would not be worse of f’, as 
reported in The Australian Financial Review. 

Construction Industry Less 
Productive and More Expensive
A study by the Productivity Commission two years 
ago found wages in the construction industry 
had risen faster than other industries since 1998. 
Infrastructure Australia, a government agency, 
commissioned research that found Australian 
projects were 40 per cent more expensive than in 
the US and required 30 to 35 per cent more labour. 

Brian Fitzpatrick, an organiser in the CMFEU for 
25 years, co-ordinated organisers for the union’s 
construction division until 2013 when he fell out 
with its leaders in NSW af ter complaining of being 
threatened by another of ficial. Mr Fitzpatrick 
says the union used to be militant but clean, 
reports The Australian Financial Review. 

AMWU To Look After 
Independent Contractors 
Independent contractors would be legally repre-
sented by the Australian Manufacturing Workers 

Union under a plan to arrest the union’s declining 
membership by seeking rule changes. AMWU 
national secretary Paul Bastian said yesterday 
the union had applied to change its rules to allow 
independent contractors to become members. 

The union, which in decades past had the power 
to dictate the direction of national wages policy, 
has moved to recast its operations as it faces 
the prospect of significant membership losses in 
the manufacturing sector. The union movement 
lost 140,000 members in the year to February. 
Mr Bastian said there had been an explosion of 
insecure work arrangements, including a rise 
in the number of independent contractors over 
the past 20 years, according to The Australian. 

Workplace Laws Saved Jobs 
Flexible workplace laws are likely to have helped 
companies reduce employee hours rather than cut 
jobs during recent economic downturns, a Reserve 
Bank of Australia discussion paper has suggested. 
The paper says the shif t from centralised-wage 
fixing to enterprise bargaining in workplaces made 
it easier for companies to negotiate directly with 
employees over pay and hours, as per The Australia

Unions Costing the Everyday Australian 
The ‘lawless construction industry accounted 
for two in three of 24,500 working days lost in 
about 60 disputes in just four months new data 
reveals. Nationally in the June quarter, almost 
20 days were lost for each 1000 workers on 
construction sites. This was about nine times 
the rate of disputes in other industries.

In federal parliament, Turnbull took fresh 
aim at the militant Construction, Forestry, 
Mining, and Energy Union, accusing it of 
treating breaches of workplace laws like ‘parking 
tickets’. He warned that the union’s activities 
on building sites pushed up the cost of projects 
to everyday Australians, and so amounted 
to a ‘lawless tax’, reports the Herald Sun. 

Job Package Hurting Rural Australia
The federal government’s headline remote 
jobs package is doing ‘more harm than good’ 
in disadvantaged areas, with spiralling rates 
of non-attendance penalties stripping money 
from communities and exacerbating social 
problems, according to service providers. 

In the bush, where the Community Development 
Program is supposed to deliver one of 
Canberra’s key objectives of getting people 
into work, onerous requirements far exceeding 
those placed on urban jobseekers are instead 
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generating anger and resistance. Many remote 
communities have fewer jobs than homes, let 
alone residents, The Australian reports. 

BUSINESS, ECONOMY, 
MANUFACTURING, FINANCE

New RBA Head Doesn’t Want 
to Lower Interest Rates
New bank head feels the financial world is on the 
cusp of a revolution. Phillip Lowe’s plan as the 
Reserve Bank’s next governor is a simple one: to do 
as little as possible. That is, at least as far as interest 
rates are concerned. If needed, the bank can cut 
rates further. Though the cash rate, the base for all 
short-term interest rates in the economy, is only 
1.5 per cent – easily the lowest in its history – It 
remains one of the highest in the advance world. 

But Lowe has no appetite for further rate cuts 
if he can possibly avoid it. National accounts 
show that though inflation and wage growth 
remain low, the economy is achieving reasonable 
growth. Lowe is hoping for a much quieter time 
than the man he is replacing, Glen Stevens. 

The Reserve Bank of Australia does 5 things. 
Firstly, it sets the interests rate for overnight 
loans between financial institutions by 
controlling the supply of cash to the banks. 
Secondly, it provides banking services to 
government departments and agencies. Also 
provides funds to the banks and manages the 
nation’s foreign exchange and gold reserves.

Thirdly, it supervises the payments system and 
clearing and settlement facilities for bonds and 
shares. Fourthly, it is responsible for printing 
and minting Australia’s currency and managing 
its circulation and finally, it chairs the Council of 
Financial Regulators, which co-ordinates financial 
regulation, it represents Australia in international 
institutions including the Bank of International 
Settlements in Basel, Switzerland and the 
Financial Stability Board, The Australian reports.

Double Threat to AAA Rating
Soaring household and government debt are 
increasingly leaving the country exposed to 
economic shocks and are becoming a key threat 
to the AAA credit rating, said Treasury secretary 
John Fraser. Declaring himself ‘devoted’ to 

maintaining the top-notch rating, Mr Fraser 
said it was essential the country remained ‘very 
much alive to the issues coming down the track’, 
as per The Australian Financial Review. 

Independent Standard and Ethics Body 
Financial Services Minister Kelly O’Dwyer has 
announced a new independent body with powers 
to govern professional standards and a code of eth-
ics for Australia’s 22,500 financial advisers. The stat-
utory body and the minister will appoint its board, 
as reported in The Australian Financial Review. 

Plebiscite Would Have Been 
Divisive for Corporate Australia
In May 2015, while the Abbott government was 
grappling with what to do about gay marriage, 
lobby group Australian Marriage Equality was hit-
ting the phones to corporate Australia. Big brands 
such as Qantas, Commonwealth Bank and Telstra 
signed up for a full-page newspaper ad. One of the 
most enthusiastic recruits was Tony Frencham, 
regional head of Dow Chemical. AME now boasts 
more than 1000 corporate supporters, including 
the AFL, Network Ten and American Express. 

Accor Hotels was due to host a function for 
prominent Christian groups planning the ‘no’ case, 
the company cancelled the booking following a 
backlash from gay groups. Encouraged by drag 
performer Pauline Pantsdown, dozens of upset 
people posted negative one-star reviews on the 
hotel’s Facebook page. Some hotel staf f received 
telephone threats, the company claimed. Whether 

this amounted to a storm in a teacup, contempt for 
freedom of assembly or a justified protest depends 
on your perspective. But it serves to highlight the 
dif ficulties businesses would encounter during 
a plebiscite campaign, as reported in The Age. 

British Competition Coming to Australia
British department store Debenhams, which 
traces its history back to 10 years before the First 
Fleet arrived in Australia in 1788, will open its 
maiden Australian store in 2017 in Melbourne’s 
Collins Street and will prices its wares against 
Myer. Adding to the retail chain’s global network 
of 243 stores across 28 countries and with annual 
sales of £3 billion ($AU5.25bn), Debenhams will 
compete on price with Myer and of fer a range of 
exclusive private label Men’s and Women’s apparel 
by British Designers, according to The Australian. 

Economic Reform Needed 
Before Next Crisis
National Australia Bank chairman and 
former Treasury chief Ken Henry warns that 
Australia faces an unacceptable risk with its 
budget deficit and fears the nation will wait for 
a painful economic crunch before confronting 
true financial repair. In an exclusive interview 
with The Australian, Dr Henry issued his most 
powerful warning about the failure of politicians 
and the national parliament, saying responsible 
fiscal policy had become a ‘pretence’, the 
economic reform narrative ‘no longer exists’ and 
politicians are fixated by ‘appeals to populism’. 

Tales of Bureaucracy
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s right-hand man has lashed out at Australian managers, 
saying they are failing to pursue opportunities and holding back growth in national income.

Martin Parkinson, the former Treasury chief appointed by Turnbull to run the Prime Minister’s 
department, told the annual conference of the Committee for the Economic Development of Australia 
in Canberra on Monday night that while the government could create the conditions that would 
allow businesses to become cutting-edge, it was only the businesses themselves that could do it.

There is also significant variation within countries. Australia, like some other countries, has a 
somewhat larger tail of companies with relatively poor management performance than the United 
States. Australian analysis suggested that lif ting Australian management practices to the level 
of the US would raise the productivity of Australian manufacturers by around 8 per cent.

Innovation, as measured by multi-factor productivity, had barely grown in the past 
10 years af ter growing strongly between 1990 and 2003. This was so even exclud-
ing the declines in productivity the mining and electricity industries.

“We tend to think of innovation as being done by start-ups or 
people in white coats, but it’s much more than that. By and 
large our greatest gains have come from building a culture that 
adapts and dif fuses the ideas of others,” Dr Parkinson said.

Perhaps he is saying – ponders the Editor – that all Australian productivity runs out of Canberra.
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Dr Henry said Australia was now running the risk 
that its AAA sovereign credit rating might be down-
graded, coinciding with another global financial 
disturbance and in this situation the consequences 
for Australia ‘ would be truly catastrophic’. 

Slater and Gordon Class Action
Listed law firm Slater & Gordon is facing a class 
action that is $100 million bigger than its market 
cap, but it is unlikely to drive the law firm to insol-
vency, says Maurice Blackburn. Maurice Blackburn 
filed a $250 million class action on behalf of more 
than 3000 shareholders, including over 80 insti-
tutional investors and super funds. The action is 
backed by litigation funder International Litigation 
Partners, as per The Australian Financial Review. 

More Banking Competition Needed
Corporate regulator Greg Medcraf t has called 
for more competition in Australia’s banking 
system urging the big four banks to help borrows 
compare their home loans by introducing 
mortgages that rack the Reserve Bank’s cash 
rate, as per The Australian Financial Review.

Future Investment In Queensland
Future Fund chairman Peter Costello has warned 
that the $125 billion fund might have sated its 
appetite for infrastructure assets by the time 
the Queensland government accepts reality 
and reverses its anti-privatisation position. Mr 
Costello noted the irony of the Queensland 
government-owned QIC’s participation in the 
well-timed privatisation of the nation’s leading 
container port, the Port of Melbourne.

‘Queensland has a very high state debt and its 
credit rating has been downgraded (to AA+ by 
Standard & Poor’s in 2009), but it will eventually 
be forced to see financial common sense,’ Costello 
says. ‘We might be interested (in Queensland 
state-owned assets) when that occurs, but you 
have to bear this in mind: we might have got 
to our desired allocation in infrastructure by 
that time’, as reported in The Australian. 

Partnership Up in the Air
Airbnb users will qualify for Qantas frequent 
flyer points under a controversial new 
partnership between the two. Some Qantas 
aircraf t will even adopt the airbnb logo. Under 
the agreement, every dollar spent on an 
airbnb booking made through the Qantas 
website will earn one frequent flyer point. 

Reserve Bank Statement on 
Monetary Policy Decision
The global economy is continuing to grow, at 
a lower than average pace. Labour market 
conditions in the advanced economies have 

improved over the past year, but growth in global 
industrial production and trade remains subdued. 
Actions by Chinese policymakers have been 
supporting growth, but the underlying pace of 
growth in China has been moderating. Inflation 
remains below most central banks’ targets. 

Commodity prices have risen over recent month, 
following the very substantial declines over the 
past few years. The higher commodity prices 
have supported a rise in Australia’s terms of 
trade although they remain much lower than 
they have been in recent years. Financial markets 
have continued to function ef fectively. Funding 
costs for high-quality borrowers remain low and, 
globally, monetary policy remains remarkably 
accommodative. Government bond yields are near 
their historic lows, as reported in The Australian.

Commonwealth Bank Insurance Probe
The House of Representatives economics 
committee has written the Commonwealth 
Bank seeking more information af ter chief 
executive Ian Narev conceded nobody had been 
sacked over life insurance scandals emanating 
from CommInsure. CommInsure has been 
exposed as having denied, delayed or avoided 
paying claims in a series of well publicised cases, 
reports The Australian Financial Review.

Bank CEO not for Banking Regulation
Commonwealth Bank chief executive Narev 
has warned it would be ‘dangerous’ to regulate 
the industry’s profitability, denying that 
shareholders hadn’t worn the cost of new 
regulation alongside customers and warning 
that lower returns boded poorly for the broader 
economy, according to The Australian. 

Treasury boss John Fraser says hoising af fordability 
is a ‘worry’ but rejected an argument the young 
struggle to enter the market because they spend 
too much money on ‘smashed avocado’. Mr Fraser 
joked: ‘I understand the issue, but I prefer people 
to start talking about the exorbitant price of cof fee 
in Melbourne. It’s got ot be the highest in the world.’

He told the Senate estimates hearing young 
Australians were being forced to rely on the ‘bank of 
mum and dad’ when buying their first home. ‘ I hav-
en’t found many people who are not saying ‘we’ve 
got to help the kids’, as reported in the Herald Sun. 

Smashed Avo the Root of All Evil 
Demographer Bernard Salt used the example 
of hipster cafes smashed avocado breakfasts 
at $22 a pop in The Weekend Australian Magazine 
as a saving suggestion for young people who 
might have erred on their mission toward 
home ownership, The Australian reports. 

CEO Needed for the ABA
The Australian Bankers Association is looking 
for a new chief executive, an outstanding 
opportunity for a motivated banker with a 
thick skin. Representing 25 banks including the 
big four, strong communications are a must. 

MINING 

BP Backout of the Bight
Subsea drilling in the Bight proved too risk for BP 
in the end as they withdrew from the billion-dollar 
Great Australian Bight exploration program. The 
company said it had not changed its mind about 
the prospectivity of the area but had greater inter-
national priorities. BP’s withdrawal has dashed 
hopes that millions of dollars will be injected into 
the local economy in supply bases and support.

And as remaining companies assess how and 
whether they will continue in the Bight, it may 
have put an end to dreams of a major new oil 
province that could reduce Australia’s reliance 
on imports as the former rivers of black gold 
from Bass Strait are exhausted, according 
to Graham Lloyd in The Australian.

Commodity Slump Over
Mining magnate Andrew Forrest has declared that 
the nation is close to the end of a five-year slump 
in commodity prices that has skewered successive 
government ef forts to repair the federal budget, 
according to The Australian Financial Review. 

Spike in Coking Coal Price
A dramatic surge in the spot price of Australia’s 
second-biggest export, coking coal, has 
seen Japanese steel mills delay new contract 
settlements that would deliver big gains to 
Australian miners, in a standof f over an expected 
doubling of the contract price that could spell 
the end of the current pricing system. 

Australian coking coal spot prices have surged 
155 per cent since the start of June to a four-year 
high of $US213 per tonne as China cracked 
down on mining over capacity at the same time 
that government stimulus fired the housing 
market, while rain and derailment hit Australian 
supply, as reported in The Australian.
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Gender Equality Goal for BHP
BHP Billiton is aiming to drag the resources 
industry into the 21st century on gender equality, 
with chief executive Andrew Mackenzie setting 
a goal to have women making up 50 per cent 
of its workforce by 2025. To give the goal some 
creditability, BHP will embed performance 
measures on the mark being met in the at-risk 
components of the remuneration packages 
of its mainly senior male executives. 

Announcing the ambitious goal at BHP’s annual 
meeting in London, Mr Mackenzie said the gender 
push would ‘harness the enormous potential that 
a more inclusive and diverse workplace can deliver’. 
Women currently account for 17.5 per cent of BHP’s 
28,000 strong workforce, a ratio that is already 
at the upper levels of the resources industry. 

According to the federal government’s Workplace 
Gender Equality Agency, the proportion of women 
in the Australian mining industry (BHP has 
overseas operations) is about 13 per cent. That puts 
the industry at an inverse situation to healthcare, 
where women dominate at 78 per cent, and far 
worse than education (71 per cent) and financial 
services (55 per cent), according to The Australian. 

One of the Australian mining industry’s most 
prominent company leaders has returned to the 
spotlight with a ‘very unusual’ high-grade nickel 
find in Nigeria he says is unlike anything discovered 
before. Private company Comet Minerals headed 
by former Western Mining Corporation chief 
executive Hugh Morgan, announced the native 
nickel discovery at a Perth mining conference, 
reports The Australian Financial Review.

TAX 

Multinationals Under the Microscope
Australia may have the right to collect more tax 
from multinationals such as Uber and Airbnb that 

send profits through low-tax nations in Europe 
following the historic European Commission deci-
sion on Apple. But experts warn any tax revenue 
that may be up for grabs could take years to flow 
through. The decision means that the EU could 
now go af ter a host of other US multi-nationals and 
ignite tax revenue wars. The EU ruled that Apple 
should pay back up to €13 billion ($19 billion) in back 
taxes, plus interest, to Ireland, reports The Age. 

Tax Breaks for Research and Development 
Bigger Business will be eligible for millions in 
extra tax incentives under a plan that would 
extend the government’s innovation agenda 
well beyond start-ups. The value of tax breaks 
would be doubled to a maximum of $17 million 
a year for large companies, but they would have 
to meet a new ‘intensity test’ prove they are 
big spenders on research and development.

And rapid growth in claims by smaller 
companies, particularly in the biotechnology 
space, would be curbed with a new cap of $2 
million on cash claims per year, according 
to The Australian Financial Review. 

Public Servant Tax Break
Senior public servants will be able to receive contri-
butions to their super funds of more than $100,000 
a year without any of the penalty taxation applying 
to contributions above $25,000 for other workers 
under the government’s proposed superannuation 
rules. The lucrative public service schemes, which 
can provide lifetime indexed pensions of more than 
80 per cent of a public servant’s final salary, have 
also been given generous treatment under the pro-
posed $1.6 million maximum balance which most 
senior public servants would be likely to breach. 

The special treatment of concessional 
contributions will also be extended to senior 
executives in the defined benefit schemes of 
former public corporations, such as Telstra 
and Qantas, and to the approximately 30 
politicians who were elected before 2004 and 
belong to the generous parliamentary defined 
benefit scheme, reports The Australian. 

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENERGY

Flooded Farmers Fuming
Flooded Farmers along the Murray River have 
accused the national water management authority 
of making a natural disaster worse by delaying 
releases from the giant Hume Dam upstream of 
Albury-Wodonga, despite warnings of a looming 
deluge. Richard Sargood, Chairman of the Murray 
River Action Group, said the Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority promised farmers downstream of the 
Hume Dam at an August 18 meeting that it would 
soon start gradual water releases from the vast 
dam once storage levels reached 83 per cent. 

The promise of bigger releases came af ter Bureau 
of Meteorology predictions of a wet August and 
September ahead and sudden increases in water 
levels in Lake Hume of 10 per cent a week. ‘But they 
didn’t’ Sargood said, according to The Australian. 

Climate change expert Ross Garnaut says there are 
big questions that need to be answered about why 
the National Electricity Market failed to operate 
properly during the power blackout in South 
Australia. Professor Garnaut, who is chairman of 
ZEN Energy, an Adelaide-based company which 
is aiming to roll out grid-scale battery storage 
next year, says energy utilities is South Australia 
are paid millions of dollars by consumers to have 
back-up systems in place, but they failed and seri-
ous questions needed to be asked about the NEM.

He said Australia’s rules and regulations for new 
energy technologies into existing power grid 
systems were not as strong as those in the United 
States. He was the author of a major Climate 
Change report for the federal government in 
2008, reports The Australian Financial Review.

Green Power Risks
The Playford coal-fired power station in Port 
Augusta – put out of business by Labor’s green 
policies – had its towers brought down by 
explosives. And that clip is on YouTube. The 
world sure got that message. South Australia 
is closed for investment in heavy industry, and 
so, soon, will be the rest of Australia if we don’t 
learn from its madness. Blowing up the Playford 
station was Labor saying yes to wind farms and 
the country’s highest power prices, and saying 
yes to the country’s highest unemployment, 
too, writes Andrew Bolt in the Herald Sun. 

Green Shut Procedure
The Hornsdale wind farm shut itself down in 
the seconds before South Australian blackout 
to protect itself, the local chief to its French 
owner says. Franck Woitiez, chief executive of 
Neoen Australia, said the company was talking 
to the Australian Energy Market Operator 
and Siemens, its wind turbine supplier, about 
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raising their tolerance of network failures to 
make shutdowns less likely in extreme weather. 

But Mr Woitiez told The Australian 
Financial Review that the Siemens wind 
turbines had behaved exactly as they 
were supposed to af ter three of Australia’s 
four main north-south transmission lines 
failed during a once in a 50 years storm. 

Australians Willing to Pay for Renewables
Forty-five per cent of Australians are prepared to 
pay extra to have more energy generated from 
renewable sources such as wind and solar, but the 
majority of those voters wants the cost to be less 
than $10 a month. However, a special Newspoll 
conducted exclusively for The Australian also find 
that 44 per cent do not want to pay any extra for 
renewable energy while 11 per cent are undecided.

Climate Costs
Limiting Global Warming to 1.5C rather than 2C 
would potentially double the cost of action but 
provide significant benefits, according to The 
Climate Institute. A Climate Analytics report com-
missioned by the Australian think-tank says where 
1.5C warming is the upper end of present climate 
variability, 2C would signal ‘a new climatic regime 
of temperature and water-related extremes’. 

World governments agreed in Paris to take action 
to limit global warming to below 2C but investigate 
a 1.5 C target. The new report outlines what the dif-
ference might mean for Australia and will be used 
to pressure the federal government to increase 
its ambition during scheduled reviews over the 
next two years, according to The Australian. 

Bolt Hits Out at Climate Change
The dams for Sydney, Canberra and Adelaide are 
full, or as good as. Melbourne’s are filling – nearly 
70 per cent. Brisbane’s are at 80 per cent. So much 
for Climate Councils head Tim Flannery’s claim 
in 2007 that ‘even the rains that fall will not fill 
our dams and our river systems’. But Labor was 
not alone in playing politics with natural disasters. 
This opportunistic scaremongering has been 
standard for warmists since Al Gore exploited 
Hurricane Katrina in his An Inconvenient Truth, the 
propaganda film played to millions of Australian 
students, writes Andrew Bolt in the Herald Sun.

Australia Energy ‘Dirtiest’ 
and Most Expensive
A former chief executive of oil and gas giant Santos 
says Australia needs a national vision and strategy 
to ensure a clean and reliable supply of electricity 
which is currently among the most expensive and 

‘dirtiest’ in the world. John Ellice-Flint, who was 
CEO of Santos for eight years until 2008 and is on 
the board of Infrastructure Australia, the inde-
pendent body charged with prioritising significant 
infrastructure projects, said he was ambivalent 
about whether electricity supply was from renew-
able sources such as wind or solar, or from thermal, 
according to The Australian Financial Review. 

The longest continuous reconstruction of the 
Earth’s surface climate suggests that current 
greenhouse gas levels could commit the planet to 
as much as 7 degrees of warming in the next 100 
years. The study, Evolution of global temperature 
over the past two million years, was conducted by 
Stanford University then doctoral student Carolyn 
Snyder, and marks the  longest continuous recon-
struction of the Earth’s surface climate to date. 

It comes as a national poll found public support 
for federal government-led action on climate 

change has bounced back, with increased support 
for renewable energy production. The Climate 
Institute’s Climate of the Nation poll found 65 
per cent of Australians want their country to 
lead the world on climate change solutions, a 
market increase since the time of divisive debates 
about the Gillard government’s carbon tax. 

Published in a report for the journal Nature, the 
study revealed that global temperatures were 
cooling until around 1.2 million years ago, before 
stalling until the present, as reported in The Age. 

Questions Arise out of SA Blackout
Prime Minister Turnbull created a political 
storm over Australia’s renewable energy targets 
in the wake of the electricity blackout in South 
Australia. Af ter Turnbull described the state-wide 
outage as a ‘wake-up call’ on energy security, 
an angry SA Premier, Jay Weatherill, said the 
network breakdown was nothing to do with the 
state’s wind-power reliance, but a ‘catastrophic 
failure of infrastructure’. Deputy Prime Minister 
Barnaby Joyce and South Australian crossbencher 
Nick Xenophon also used the blackout to 
question Australia’s move to renewables. 

South Australia was hit by more than 80,000 
lightening strikes, including a direct strike on 
a power station, during savage storms that 
brought down 22 electricity transmission poles. 
Bruce Mountain, director of carbon and energy 
markets at consultants CME said the state’s power 
supply dipped by 40 per cent af ter interstate 
transmission lines were knocked out and gas-fired 
generators could not increase production quickly 
to make up the demand, reports The Age. 

Dangerous Encounters on the Rise
More polar bears are being shot dead on Norway’s 
remote Artic islands, where dangerous encounters 
with humans are getting more frequent as visitors 
increase and global warming melts the sea ice on 
which the creatures roam. Around the Artic there 
are an estimate 26,000 polar bears. The possibili-
ties of a hungry bear encountering a human being 
are increasing in Norway, as reported in The Age.

Pipeline Plans
Gas giant APA Group will build a new pipeline to 
link gas reserves used for the Gladstone liquefied 
natural gas export industry into the domestic 
market to help overcome a potential shortfall in 
east coast gas supplies. Amid growing concerns 
about rising domestic gas prices and a potential 
shortfall in NSW within two years, APA Group 
has inked a long-term deal with the Origin 
Energy-backed Australia Pacific LNG project 
to supply gas from its Queensland gas fields 
through a new $80 million, 50-kilometre pipeline.

The extra gas is expected to be snapped up by 
domestic gas players, including Origin Energy, but 
there are ongoing concern there is not enough new 
supply being brought onto the market to meet 
demand, reports The Australian Financial Review. 

Cane Toad Invasion Tactics 
Professor Rick Shine became an expert on cane 
toads af ter his snake research site on the Adelaide 
River floodplain near Darwin was overrun by the 
invasive amphibians a decade ago. The westward 
march of cane toads from Queensland into the 
Northern Territory and Western Australia is 
killing up to 95 per cent of native predators such as 
goannas, snakes, freshwater crocodiles and quolls. 

This is because the frontline ‘storm troopers’, 
as Shine calls them, are the large, highly toxic 

adult males. One toad meal for a yellow-spotted 
monitor is more than enough to kill it. In his 
research, Professor Shine has been dropping 
juvenile toads ahead of the invasion line , 
Native predators eat these, get sick, but don’t 
die – and are then far less likely to eat the larger 
toads when they arrive, report The Age.

New Age Tech to Help Koala Population
Drones equipped with artificial intelligence could 
help better manage southeast Queensland’s 
dwindling koala population. Researchers from 
Queensland’s University of Technology have 
developed a drone-driven program using thermal 
imaging and statistical modelling that can scan 
an area for koalas. ‘It allows us to better estimate 
and better plan with more information about the 
number of koalas in an area. You may be able to 
make better predictions,’ project leader Felipe 
Gonzalez said, as reported in the Herald Sun. 

National Approach Needed 
After SA Blackout
Energy Australia managing director Cath 
Tanna says a national approach to power is vital 
in the wake of the South Australian blackout, 
with state-based renewable schemes not 
helping achieve the best possible mix of reliability, 
af fordability and cleaner energy. But the Energy 
Australia chief, who also sits on the Reserve Bank 
of Australia board, yesterday warned against 
politicising the crisis, saying people needed to 
wait for investigations into the causes before 
apportioning blame, The Australian reports. 

Nespresso and Australia Post 
Unlikely Partnership
Millions of used cof fee capsules will be moving 
through Australia Post’s national network in a 
new partnership that cof fee company Nespresso 
hopes will help quell an ongoing stream of 
environmental criticism. Nespresso has part-
nership with Australia Post to launch a specially 
designed post satchel consumers can use to 
return the capsules to the company for recycling. 

‘Until now, if consumers wanted to recycle 
the capsules they had to return them to one 
of 18 Nespresso shop fronts nationally or a 
network of 300 florists. Australia Post’s more 
than 4000 of fices and 15,000 street post boxes 
dramatically extend the reach of the recycling 
program, particularly to those in regional areas. 

Nespresso Australia and Oceania managing direc-
tor Loic Rethore told The Australian Financial 
Review the company had been developing the 
initiative for more than two years. The satchels 
can hold 130 capsules and will cost the consumer 
$1.90 each, with postage paid by Nespresso. 

Co-ordination Key to Energy Crisis
Australia’s east coast faces higher energy process, 
less supply certainty even higher emissions 
unless there is better policy co-ordination around 
renewable energy and gas-fired power, a leading 
consultancy has warned. Perth-based indepen-
dent firm RISC Advisory, which has previously 
advised the federal, West Australian and South 
Australian governments on the gas industry, 
said the combination of aggressive targets for 
renewable energy and active discouragement 
of gas development in the eastern states would 
leave the likes of NSW, Victoria and South 
Australia exposed, The Australian reports. 

More Power to Solar Funding
Australia is set to triple its large-scale solar 
energy capacity af ter funding from a threatened 
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federal agency helped drive down costs almost to 
those of wind farms. The Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency (ARENA) has announced the 
12 projects that will share part of its latest 
funding round of about $100 million. 

The agency’s chief executive, Ivor Frischknecht, 
said that when announced last September the 
funds had been expected to enable 200 megawatts 
of new solar capacity, compared with the 240 
megawatts already in place. Instead, the 12 
projects will deliver an extra 480 megawatts if all 
proceed, driving $1 billion of investment in regional 
Australia. The level of giant funding needed to 
make the large-scale solar photovoltaic (PV) 
projects had dropped from about half the cost to 
just 10 per cent in three years, Frischknecht said. 

‘It’s phenomenal change from the Moree solar 
farm and AGL’s (two plants in NSW), where it was 
a little less than one commercial dollar for every 
subsidy dollar,’ he said, according to The Age. 

Artic Melting Creating 
Conditions for Whale Boom
We are so used to negative news about climate 
change it is a little hard to process this. The Artic ice 
melt is creating a ‘new normal’ in the far northern 
marine ecosystem that has created conditions for 
a whale population boom. Biological oceanog-
rapher Dr Sue Moore from the US Pacific Marine 
Environmental Laboratory in Seattle said that 
the loss of sea ice in late northern summer means 
that ‘ocean habitat for cetaceans has expanded’.

Her article, published in the Royal Society’s Biology 
Letters notes that the region north of the Bering 
Strait between Alaska and Russia has ‘lost 75 
per cent sea ice by volume and 50 per cent in late 
summer surface cover’, according to The Age. 

AGRICULTURE, CATTLE AND WATER

Tassal to Push Forward Fish Farm 
The company behind a controversial fish farm 
proposed for Tasmania’s east coast is pushing 
ahead with the project without waiting for a 
government review of its 20-year-old approval. 
Community groups had though Tassal Group’s 
28-pen salmon farm proposed for Okehampton Bay 
was ef fectively on hold when the state govern-
ment announced an independent review of fish 
farming at the location, reports The Australian.

Wheat Exports to Asia Boom
In the three years following Australia’s 2010 
trade deal with Southeast Asia, Australian wheat 
exports to those countries grew by an average of 
19 per cent a year – more than double the growth 
of the region’s overall wheat imports. Industry 
organisation Grain Growers Ltd is reluctant 
to attribute this bonanza entirely to the tarif f 
reductions in the relatively low-profile trade 
deal given Australia’s freight advantages and 
dietary changes in the fast-emerging regional 
middle class, according to The Australian. 

Farmer Pay Cut Sees Profit Grow
Dairy company Fonterra has reported a bumper 
$807 million profit, up 65 per cent, af ter cutting 
milk prices paid to Australian farmers earlier this 
year. The large profit was despite a 9 per cent drop 
in sales revenue to $16.6 billion, as the company 
earned higher profit margins from selling consumer 
and wholesale food services products, instead of 
relying on the global bulk milk powder market.

‘More volumes of milk, sold at higher value, is at the 
heart of Fonterra’s strategy,’ company chief Theo 
Spierings said. ‘For our farmers, the promise is that 
we will make the most of their milk. We’re keeping 
that promise’, as reported in the Herald Sun. 

MEDIA

Journalism in Decline 
Journalism is certainly in crisis, even if there are 
more platforms for its distribution than at any 
time since I joined the profession in 1973. I have 
many thoughts about what is wrong with modern 
journalism but, for the purpose of simplicity, I 
have divided them into three quite separate 
challenges: the business model is failing, digital 
innovation is privileging the immediate and the 
shallow over the dif ficult and the deep; and finally, 
the training of journalists has been overtaken 
by ideology and af firmative action (the same 
forces we see killing the study of history and 
overtaking genuine instruction in the classroom).

The profession also needs serious reflection 
on the question of public trust. This is tied to 
activism in media education. Scepticism of all 
claims, the ability to remain in touch with the 
community and its expectations with a clear 
identification with mainstream values should be 
the prime qualities of the good young journalists.

If you just read the two previous sentences as a 
working journalist and think they reflect a culture 
war view of journalism, I will make two points. You 
are either very young or you are yourself way to the 
lef t of mainstream media readers. The positioning 
of the journalist on the political spectrum is at least 
as big an issue for the profession as the decline of 
the business model and the rise of public relation.

We saw this in the attitudes of many reporters 
to Pauline Hanson and One Nation in the late 
1990s. The best recent example has been the 
failure of wider journalism class to come to terms 
with the electoral rise of Donald Trump. I am 
not a fan of Hanson or Trump, but I am totally 
committed to honest, fact-based reporting of what 
is actually happening in the world of journalists.

The same scrutiny and judgement need to be 
applied to populist demagogues  like Hanson 
and Trump as to progressive serious politicians 
such as Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard or serious 
conservatives such as Tony Abbott and John 
Howard, writes Chris Mitchell for The Australia.

Cleese Back On the BBC
John Cleese is to return to the BBC with a new 
television series – despite vowing he would never 
work for the Corporation again. The 76-year-old 
is to star in a romantic comedy Edith, which 
follows several men  vying for the af fection of 
the title character, reports the Herald Sun. 

Our ACBD
The ABC has come under fire for showing 
footage of a man euthanising himself, as 
Immigration Minister Peter Dutton accused 
the public broadcaster of being ‘taken over’ by 
political activists. The 7:30 program broadcast 
the confronting footage of pain-stricken Max 
Bromson taking a fatal dose of illegal euthanasia 
drug Nembutal in July 2014, triggering accusations 
from former prime minister Tony Abbott that the 
ABC was engaged in ‘death voyeurism’. ‘Surely 
not even the ABC is so irresponsible, I am simply 
appalled’ Mr Abbott told The Australian. 

Campbell Heading to Canberra
This is my last column as the Herald Sun’s man in 
Spring St. Af ter four happy years reporting on state 
politics in Victoria it has pleased the editor to give 
me the opportunity to cover events in Canberra. 
Changing from state to federal politics will be 
hard. On and of f, state politics has been my life 
for more than a decade, writes James Campbell. 

ABC Criticised for Nauru Reporting
The ABC has hit back at criticism of Four Corners’ 
investigation into the lives of asylum seeker 
children on Nauru, accusing those attacking 
the program of producing ‘no evidence’ to back 
up bias claims. The Nauruan government has 
slammed the program as ‘an embarrassment to 
journalism’ and Coalition senators accused the ABC 
of acting as a mouthpiece for activist organisations 
at Senate estimates hearings on Tuesday. 

Critics have accused the ABC of poor journalism 
by painting a dire picture of the conditions on 
Nauru despite not having visited the island and 
not seeking comment from the government 
of Nauru. Immigration Minister Peter Dutton 
said reporters at the ABC and other outlets 
were ‘advocates dressed up as journalists’ who 
were determined to undo the tough policies 
that have prevented hundreds of deaths at sea.

The ABC’s director of news, Gavin Morris, said 
Four Corners had ‘told the important story of 
the more than 100 refugee children who are 
living on Nauru in their own words and those of 
some of their teachers’. According to The Age. 

ABC Under the Inf luence 
Former ABC Chairman Donald McDonald says 
he is deeply concerned by the growing influence 
of activists over the public broadcaster and its 

‘well-funded’ news and current af fairs division, 
in light of recent criticisms of a Four Corners 
report about refugee children on Nauru. Mr 
McDonald said the ABC was running the risk of 
becoming a ‘branch of fice for advocacy groups’. 

‘It seems a pity that the ABC would use footage 
either supplied to them by some organisation 
or is using old footage that is no longer 
timely – if either of those is the case then that 
is regrettable,’ he told The Australian. While 
McDonald conceded it was not only the ABC 
that was becoming increasingly influenced by 
advocacy groups, he said the public broadcaster 
should meet higher standards in its reporting. 



4 October to 18 November, 2016

13

IT

NBN Satellite Flight
Many city dwellers will wait for years for the 
National Broadband Network, but the launch of 
the second NBN satellite will mean nearly a half 
a million people living in remote areas will be the 
first to have a complete NBN service. Sky Muster 
II, will combine with the Sky Muster satellite 
launched in October 2015 to provide a broadband 
network to about 400,000 in regional areas.

The 6.4-tonne satellite will stay in fixed orbit 
36,000km above Australia. It will be in full 
operation in a few months af ter final technical 
testing. NBN CEO Bill Morrow said the second 
satellite was originally to have been a back-up but 
increased demand meant the two satellites would 
now work together, to provide a greater capacity. 

The satellites of fer download speeds of up 
to 25 megabits per second and a combined 
capacity of 135 gigabits per second, which 
is about 30 times the capacity of the interim 
satellite service the NBN began of fering 
in 2011, as reported in the Herald Sun.

NBN is a Flop
Unhappily, Australia’s national broadband network 
is a white elephant and, to mix metaphors, an 
albatross around the nation’s neck. I say this by 
way of mea culpa: your correspondent was an 
enthusiastic supporter of it in the early days. It 
thought the fibre-to-the-home plan was a piece of 
courageous and visionary policy – making all too 
rare in Australia, and booed what I thought was the 
Coalition’s penny-pinching politically motivated 
decision to cut it back to fibre-to-the-node.

It’s now clear that my colleague Stephen 
Bartholomeusz was right all along: the thing 
is a dud, a donkey, a pasty pachyderm, and it 
would have been much worse if the original 
FITH plane had gone ahead. ‘It’s going to 
be the most expensive and least utilised 
broadband network in the developed world’ 
serial builder of fibre networks, Bevan Slattery 
said, writes Alan Kohler in The Australian. 

Need for Government Interest 
in Tech Start-Ups 
Technology start-up founders and venture 
capitalists have urged the government to 
rediscover its enthusiasm for the emerging 
sector, which appears to have cooled since the 
federal election, and expressed concerns about 
its recommended changes to research and 
development tax incentives. The founders and VCs 
were speaking af ter opposition digital company 
spokesman Ed Husic confronted Innovation 
Minister Greg Hunt in Parliament over the 
government’s apparent retreat from advocacy 
for the start-up sector since the federal election, 
according to The Australian Financial Review. 

WELFARE

Social Housing in Need of Upgrade
A future fund should be established to rescue 
Australia’s ailing social housing stock, covering the 
cost of housing subsidies by the investment returns 
from selling inappropriate and deteriorating public 
housing stock, a key private sector infrastructure 
group says. Infrastructure Partnerships Australia 
have launched a paper, in conjunction with 
KPMG, that proposes a radical shif t in social 
housing policy which would ef fectively take 
it ‘of f balance sheet’ while allowing community 
housing providers to better exploit their public 
housing assets to invest in new housing stock, 
as per The Australian Financial Review. 

EDUCATION

States Bicker Over Gonski Funding 
Education Minister Simon Birmingham has tried 
to downplay the prospect of creating losers under 
any post-Gonski schools funding model, claiming 
states won’t necessarily go backwards because 
there is a ‘growing pot’ of federal money. As 
eastern states rejected the arrangement and called 
for the full funding of Gonski, splits emerged with 
Western Australia’s Education Minister, Peter 
Collier, telling his colleagues to ‘stop your bleating 
and fund your schools’, reports The Australian. 

Childcare Rort 
Corrupt family daycare providers have defrauded 
taxpayers of more than $1 billion in just two 
years through systematic rorting that Education 
Minister Simon Birmingham has compared 
with Labor’s failed home insulation and school 
halls stimulus schemes, as per The Australian. 

Vocational Overhaul
Dodgy private colleges will be banned from 
receiving taxpayer money and student loans 
capped under a sweeping redesign of the scan-
dal-plagued vocational loans scheme. The Turnbull 
government overhaul, announced by Birmingham, 
will wipe an estimated $25 billion from federal 
government debt over the next decade.

The cost of the VET FEE-HELP scheme ballooned 
from $325 million in 2012 to $2.9 billion in 2015 
under relaxed rules introduced by the previous 
Labor government, as reported in The Age. 

Vocational Industry Not Consulted 
The vocational education industry faces at 
least another year of chaos and the prospect of 

legitimate operators being ‘crippled’ by the govern-
ment’s radical overhaul of the sector. The industry 
was blindsided by Birmingham’s announcement 
of the overhaul, saying it was not consulted on the 
reforms that could ‘cripple’ legitimate operators 
and limit student choice, as reported in The Age. 

Funding From Gonski’s Pockets 
The architect of the Gonski education reforms, 
David Gonski, is forking money out of his own 
pockets as part of a $5.25 million gif t to the needy 
public schools across Australia while the federal 
government refuses to provide billions of dollars 
in funding for the final two years of his reforms. 

But Mr Gonski, who savaged the Abbott 
government’s backflip on school funding in 2014 
for ‘ending the concept of aspiration’, praised 
the Coalition at the launch of the Schools 
Plus pioneers initiative, a program that has 
allowed tax free private donations to public 
schools for the first time, The Age reports.

TRANSPORT

Road User Charging Proposal
Done right, road user charging could be the answer 
to traf fic congestion. It is probably the best idea 
we have to reduce congestion and to enable better 
decisions on road investment. Average travel 
speeds in our cities are decreasing, and congestion 
is only likely to worsen as our population continues 
to grow. Urban Infrastructure Minister Paul 
Fletcher recently gave an important speech, 
albeit largely unnoticed, in which he made the 
case for a universal road user charging scheme. 

Charging people to drive has previously been the 
dream of transport and economic policy wonks. 
Serving politicians tend to see the idea as political 
poison. Fletcher warned of the potential impact of 
electric vehicles on fuel excise, revenue, but auto-
mated vehicles represent an even bigger change, 
writes Marion Terrill and Owain Emslie in The Age.

Tesla’s Smart Cars
Tesla will build self-driving technology into all its 
electric cars, initially collecting date in ‘shadow’ 
mode to determine whether it is safer than having 
people in control. ‘Every car that Tesla produces 
from here on out will have the autonomy capability,’ 
said Tesla chief executive Elon Musk. An on-board 
computer with 40 times the processing power of 
the previous generation will run a new ‘neutral 
net’ for vision sonar and radar sensors, he said. 
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INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS 

Kennett Next – AU to review
The Torch, a tiny indigenous-run rehabilitation 
program that nourishes connections with 
culture and history to help of fenders stay out 
of jail. Kent Morris is the Torch’s CEO. Af ter two 
years of searching for a social enterprise where 
he could make a dif ference with his cyclonic 
energy. Morris speaks with the conviction of 
a convert about The Torch philosophy. Morris 
started The Torch on a pittance in 2011, providing 
a small group of prisoners and men on parole 
with art material and information about their 
cultural identity, country and community. 

No Fireworks for Freo
The historic port of Fremantle, home of the 
dockworkers who inspired an AFL team and scene 
of one of Australia’s most titanic sporting battles, 
has decided it no longer wishes to celebrate our 
national day. In a 10-to-one vote, Fremantle city 
councillors voted in favour of ditching Australia 
Day fireworks out of sensitivity to Aboriginal peo-
ple who may identify January 26 as ‘invasion day’. 

Critics have gone of f like firecrackers. Visitors 
such as Tanila Smith and her family say they 
could miss a great day out. Prominent Indigenous 
West Australian, Ben Wyatt, Labor’s spokesman 
on indigenous af fairs, is also sceptical. Amid 
speculation the council decision is about 
saving money, he said: ‘cancelling popular 
events in the name of reconciliation does not 

advance the cause. If it’s because of cost, them 
call it cost’, according to The Australian. 

NT Government Attacked 
At Public Meeting
Eighty per cent of boys at the controversial Don 
Dale Youth Detention Centre had been sexually 
abused before their incarceration. This was one of 
the bewildering claims made at a public meeting in 
Darwin where speaker af ter speaker attacked NT 
governments for cutting funds to child protection 
and allowing generations of public servants to take 
indigenous children away from families. Many 
said the Department of Families and Children 
was ‘broken’ and should be shut, The Age reports.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

China-based Crown Staff Detained
Chinese authorities have launched a criminal 
investigation into staf f at Crown Resorts and 
confirmed they have detained a number of 
Australians for gambling-related of fences. 
Crown believes 18 of its staf f, including three 
Australians, are being held, as other foreign 
casino operators, including Star Entertainment, 
scramble to safeguard their China-based staf f, as 
reported in The Australian Financial Review. 

Crown Resorts employees including three top 
Australian executives have been held incommu-
nicado since Chinese police executed a series of 
late night raids across several mainland cities 
in October. The company, consular of ficials and 
distraught families have been unable to establish 
contact. Jef f Sikkema, the American husband of 
Shanghai-based Crown employee Jiang Ling, said 
she answered her door at midnight to find five 
plain clothed polices of ficers, as per The Age. 

Boris the Back Flipper 
Boris Johnson urged Britain to stay in the EU 
in a secret unpublished newspaper column, 
warning that Brexit could lead to an economic 
shock, Scottish independence and Russian 
aggression – only two days before he announced 
Britain would be better out of Europe. Mr 
Johnson, who led the Brexit campaign before 
becoming British Foreign Secretary, declared: 

‘Britain is a great nation, a global force for good.’

‘It is surely a boon for the world and for Europe that 
she should be intimately engaged in the EU.’ The 
article is revealed in a new book that also discloses 
how then-prime minister David Cameron’s 
aides blamed two of Britain’s top mandarins for 
vetoing tougher demands in his renegotiation 
with Brussels, according to The Sunday Times. 

Environmental Group’s Foreign Investors 
A foreign-funded, highly orchestrated group of 
Australian activists working to stop the $16 billion 
Adani coalmine in Queensland by influencing 
indigenous land owners and environmental 
legal challenges has been exposed in briefings 
to Hillary Clinton’s campaign directors. The lead 
environmental group in the campaign to stop 
the coalmine in Australia, the Sunrise Project, is 
funded from the multi-million dollar US Sandler 
Foundation and boasts in its secret briefings that 
it is trying to hide its funding sources from the 
Australian Parliament, reports The Australian. 

Political Donation Reform Required
Both sides of politics have accepted money from 
the Chinese. Sam Dastyari’s problem remains 
that he accepted it, and then was seen to be 
proselytising its position. So we need a new 
regime for political donations. The upside of 
the ‘Shanghai Sam’ af fair may be that enough 
politicians see self-interest in political donation 
reform – particularly foreign donations, and not 
just from China – and addressing all forms of 
largesse. Its too much to hope that we get a new 
regime of politicians not being dopes, writes Laura 
Tingle in The Australian Financial Review.

Your Editor discovered this gate or 
Entrance when he was on a recent poetry 
tour in the Bush. More next edition.
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US-Russia Relations Breakdown
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop says that ‘all 
trust has broken down’ between the United 
States and Russia over Syria and described the 
indiscriminate bombing of the city of Aleppo by 
regime forces as an ‘unprecedented’ atrocity. But 
Ms Bishop has insisted talks must continue and 
has flagged an arms embargo under which the 
key powers would all stop arming and support 
their proxies as a possible way to break the cycle 
of appalling violence, as reported in The Age. 

Australia Leads the Way 
Against Japanese Whaling 
Australia will double in its ef forts to end Japan’s 
whaling operations in the Southern Ocean as it 
leads a renewed push to enforce a worldwide 
ban on commercial and scientific slaughters. 
An international convention marking the 
30th anniversary of a global moratorium on 
commercial whaling will attempt to apply more 
pressure on Tokyo to end its so-called ‘scientific’ 
whaling operations, reports the Herald Sun.

PM Commits to Climate Aid 
for Pacific Islands
Prime Minister Turnbull has out responding to 
climate change at the centre of Australia’s commit-
ment to the Pacific Islands, with a boost to our aid 
commitment and promise to use the co-chair-
manship of a UN-backed climate fund to channel 
further money to the region. At the beginning of 
the Pacific Island Forum, being held in the remote 
island of Pohnpei in Micronesia, Turnbull promised 
to boost the portion of Australia’s aid to the region 
that is tagged to climate change and disaster relief 
by $80 million, to $300m, reports The Australian. 

Trump Causes Fears 
A nationwide poll by Ipsos taken af ter the US 
election found two-thirds were opposed to 
Trump’s election. Most of those interviewed 
thought Trump’s victory would be negative 
for the economy and global security. Almost 
sic in 10 felt the Australian economy would 
be worse of f under a Trump presidency. 

Trump Family Facts A few atthis stage
Wife Melania, (his third, born in Eastern 
Europe), 10-year-old son Barron, Daughter 
Tif fany, 23. Eric Trump, 32, he is an executive 
vice-president of the Trump Organisation, owns 
the Trump Winery in Virginia and oversees 
his father’s 18 golf clubs. He established the 
Eric Trump Foundation in 2006, raising money 
for terminally ill children. Another son

Donald Trump’s mother came from the Western 
Isles of Scotland, caught a boat to New York and 
met her German property developer husband..

DEFENCE

Half a Million Guns Unaccounted For
As many as 600,000 illegal guns could be 
circulating in the Australian underworld, 

but national ef forts to control the spread is 
being hampered by inconsistencies between 
states, the Australian Criminal Intelligence 
Commission report has found, as per The Age. 

REFUGEES AND IMMIGRATION

Stopping the Boats Cost
The cost of stopping the boast has been calculated 
at more than $9.6 billion since 2013, and will 
be another $5.7 billion over the next four years, 
according to a study by Save the Children and 
UNICEF. The study estimates the cost of keeping 
about 2000 asylum seekers and refugees on 
Manus Island and Nauru at $400,000 per 
person, compared with just $33,000 for those on 
bridging visas in the Australian Community. 

 
It asserts the policy is inflicting incalculable 
harm on, especially children; straining 
bilateral children; and damaging Australia’s 
bid for a seat on the United Nation’s Human 
Rights Council, reports The Age. 

Probe into Asylum Seeker Abuse
Immigration of ficials have savaged claims asylum 
seekers on Nauru are subject to routine physical 
and sexual assault. They say a review of more 
than 2000 leaked incident reports purporting 
to show chronic mistreatment of refugees has 
resulted in only 19 of ficial police inquires. In 
August, The Guardian Australia online newspaper 
published 2123 incident reports which had been 
logged by Save the Children employees on the 
island between May 2013 and October last year.

Asylum seekers are being asked to prove their 
claims that they are gay as the Australian 
government seeks to crack down on what it 
believes is a new rort to qualify for a protection 
visa, according to The Australian. 

HEALTH

Obesity Epidemic
Obese adults will outnumber the healthy or 
underweight within the next decade, according 
to modelling that predicts the collective girth of 
the population by 2025. Researchers estimate 
that by 2025 one-in-six women and one-in-10 
men will be severely obese – with a body mass 
index of over 35, according to The Australian.

Private Plea for Price Cut
Australia’s private health insurance sector is 
lobbying the government to cut the prices its 
pays for medical devices, which it argues can 
be up to five times the prices paid in the public 
system. With af fordability forcing consumers to 
question their coverage, insurers argue that $800 
million can be saved if prices Weekend Australian.

NDIS Falls Short of Target
Thousands of people with profound disabilities 
who should have gained access to the $22 
billion National Disability Insurance Scheme 
have been ‘lost’ and are now uncontactable 
by states and territories, adding to a series of 
major errors that will see the program miss its 
end-of-year estimate by almost 9000 people. 

Continuing data issues, for which states are respon-
sible, and a higher-than-expected influx of children 
will see the number of plans approved by year’s 
end fall well short of benchmarks. The national 
target of 20,264 plans between July and September 
was halved to 10,529, comprising a 50 per cent cut 
in estimates for every state but not the territories, 
data obtained by The Weekend Australian reveals. 

SOCIETY

Older Men Out
Former AMP chairman Simon McKeon says 
now is the wrong time to be a 60-year-old 
professional male seeking public company 
board positions, as Australia tries to compress 
a boardroom gender diversity program into a 
few years. He acknowledged that men who had 
lef t or been forced out of high-end executive or 
partnership positions might just be experiencing 
what women have suf fered for decades. 

Af ter an investment banking career at Macquarie 
Group, where he took time out to pursue external 
and not-for –profit activities, McKeon regularly 
gets approached to fill important roles. Now, just 
as regularly, he lunches with former lawyers, execu-
tives and even chief executives who are bewildered 
at their predicament, as per The Australian.

Feature ALL FINISHED, WITH EXTRAS.
Bill Leak and The Australian are staring down 
a Human Rights Commission challenge under 
section 18C, 10 weeks af ter the cartoonist’s 
provocative drawing led to a public debate 
over indigenous parental neglect. Commission 
president Gillian Triggs delegate, Jodie Ball, has 
written to the newspaper’s lawyers to advise 
that allegations of racial hatred under the 
Racial Discrimination Act will be Investigated. 

The allegations are in a complaint by Melissa 
Dinnison over Leak’s August 4 cartoon, 
which prompted widespread criticism and 
commendation for its blunt portrayal of a 
crisis in Aboriginal parenting. Lawyers for 
cartoonist Leak and The Australian have accused 
the Human Rights Commission of outright 
bias and warned of legal action to restrain 
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the federal body and its head, Triggs, from 
investigate a drawing, as per The Australian.

WA Police Commissioner 
Weighs In on Leak Cartoon
West Australian Police Commissioner Karl 
O’Callaghan has cited the arrest of a 10-year-old 
boy in Kalgoorlie whose father refused to come 
and collect his son as evidence that Bill Leak’s 
cartoon depicting a similar scene was not 
racist. He says the cartoon mirrors the real-life 
case of the Aboriginal boy, whose father, when 
found by police, refused to come to the police 
station and take responsibility for his son.

The boy’s mother could not be found. ‘From 
my perspective, Bill Leak’s cartoon is actually 
an accurate reflection of what our of ficers see 
on a day-to-day basis, when they’re dealing 
particularly with kids from Aboriginal com-
munities and Aboriginal families who are in 
trouble’ he said, The Australian reports. 

Melissa Dinnison, who alleged that she suf fered 
racial hatred because of a provocative Bill Leak 
cartoon in The Australian has withdrawn her com-
plaint to the Australian Human Rights Commission. 

New MP Achieves Life Goal
Jullian Lesser is a federalism freak, young 
fogey, Gilbert & Sullivan tragic and policy nerd 
who dates his ambition to enter Parliament to 
about his 10th birthday, for which he asked his 
parents for a copy of the Australian constitution. 
Most 10-year-old boys want a destructive 
toy of some sort. But the new member for 
Berowra, who drew national attention with 
his moving maiden speech about his father’s 
suicide, was always dif ferent, reports The Age.

Slang Words Added to 
Australian Dictionary 
The Australian National Dictionary has added 
6000 words and phrases of Aussie slang, in its 
first comprehensive update in 28 years. Bogans, 
tradies and checkout chicks have all made the 
of ficial list, along with pubes (public servants) 
and rangas (redheads). Oxford University Press 
managing director Peter van Noorden said 
the new dictionary, compiled by the Australian 
National University, ‘shows what it means, in 
words, to be Australian’. He said the former 
prime minister, Tony Abbott, was missed for his 
colourful colloquialisms, reports the Herald Sun. 

Bagpipe Lung Investigated 
Mould spores hiding inside traditional Scottish 
bagpipes could put the lives of players at 
risk, UK researchers say. The warning, in 
the journal Thorax, comes af ter a bagpipe 
player, 61 died of hypersensitivity pneumonitis 
or ‘bagpipe lung’, as per the Herald Sun. 

NEETs, The Young Generation
An army of young Australians ‘unwilling to work’ 
sped the day sleeping, watching TV or playing 
computer games, a new report has found. There 
are now 580,000 young people who fall under 
the classification ‘NEETs’ those ‘not in employ-
ment, education or training’, an Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
report says, according to the Herald Sun. 

No Raise to Newstart
Unemployed Australian will get no increase in their 
Newstart Allowance of $38 a day as Social Services 
Minister Christian Porter dismisses an ‘adequacy’ 
argument that has been used for years to demand 
a big rise in the base payment, The Australia reports.

Spinach Really Has Superpowers
Scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology have come up with a way to find 
landmines using spinach. The techniques 
involves embedding in the leaves of spinach 
plants nanoparticles that can detect chemical 
odours, allowing the plants to sense explosives 
in the soil and wirelessly send information 
to a smartphone, as reported in The Age. 

Kirk Douglas Awarded For Support 
Legendary actor and producer Kirk Douglas 
has received an early hundredth birthday 
present – an award from the World Jewish 
Congress for his strong support of Israel. 
Douglas, who was born Issur Danielovitch 
on December 9, 1916, was ‘always proud of 
his Jewish roots’, reports the Herald Sun. 

Dreamworld Nightmare
Allegations of serious safety issues at the 
Dreamworld theme park in Queensland have 
emerged as investigators probe a ride malfunction 
that killed four adults, including two mothers 
who died in front of their young children. The 
Gold Coast’s international tourism industry, 
which is heavily reliant on its theme parks. A 
raf t carrying six people crashed into an empty 
raf t on a wooden conveyer belt on the Thunder 
River Rapids ride on Tuesday af ternoon, causing 
the first raf t to flip over and crush or drown its 
occupants. Two children survived, The Age reports. 

Letter from Canberra — 10 Issues Per Year
 □ 1 Year ........$275 GST Inc. _________________
 □2 Years ......$495 GST Inc. _________________

Letter from Melbourne — 10 Issues Per Year
 □ 1 Year ........$275 GST Inc. _________________
 □2 Years ......$495 GST Inc. _________________

Letter from Melbourne & Letter from Canberra
 □ 1 Year ........$385 GST Inc. _________________
 □2 Years ......$770 GST Inc. ________________

Victorian Government Wall Chart
 □$66 GST Inc Per Chart ___________________

or

 □$130 For 5 Charts for the Team ____________

Federal Government Wall Chart
 □$66 GST Inc Per Chart ___________________

or

 □$130 For 5 Charts for the Team ____________

Victorian MP Footy Chart
 □$66 GST Inc Per Chart ___________________

Federal MO/Senator Footy Chart
 □$66 GST Inc Per Chart ___________________

‘Coffee, Minister?’ Chart
 □$66 GST Inc Per Chart ___________________

Subscriber Details
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other: ______________________________
Title: _______________________________________________
Company: __________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Fax: ________________________________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Payment Options
Pay to Affairs of State, ABN 44 230 891 629
I enclose a cheque (payable to Affairs of State)
Please debit my:  

 □Mastercard

 □Amex

 □Visa
Cardholder: _________________________________________
Card Number: _______________________________________
Signature: ________________________ Expiry: ___________

This document becomes a Tax Invoice/Receipt upon Payment

Total Items: Total Amount: $ Date:

AF
FA

IR
S 

OF
 S

TA
TE

Publications — Order Form/Tax Invoice
Please complete this form and email to alistair@affairs.com.au


